
 

 
  

 
The Sixteen Project 

Christina Jenkins / 2012-13 
The Problem 
Is the 16-year-old experience a universal one? How does “American culture” mark this important 
indicator of coming-of-age, and how do other cultures recognize it? Through case studies and 
important texts, students will ask questions about the universality of the adolescent experience 
through an anthropological lens.  
 
The Challenge 
The Sixteen Project investigates the coming-of-age experience in New York City and around the 
world. Students will collect artifacts, video footage and writing that capture the story of how 16 is 
lived, and they engage in ethnographic research to document a youth subculture in film. 
Throughout the course, they will learn to see themselves from an outsider’s perspective; they will 
develop empathy for and understanding of diverse cultural experiences; they will connect with 
classrooms around the world; and they will learn to describe these findings in film. 
 
Course Resources: 
The course website: http://thesixteenproject.wordpress.com 
 
Course Objectives 
Through this course, students will examine global themes through anthropology and ethnography, 
and will demonstrate the understanding of fundamental concepts by interpreting, analyzing and 
reflecting on selected readings. Through this module, students will earn ½ credit in English and ½ 
credit in Global. 
 
Final Project (Mastery Demonstration Task) 
The final project asks students to identify and document a youth subculture in a short documentary 
from the perspective of an anthropologist. The purpose of the project is to exercise your skills as an 
anthropologist, and to make a film that illustrates the culture/experience of a community of people.  
A subculture is a community that shares distinct rituals/beliefs/language/ places/fashion/etc from 
the larger culture in which it also belongs. Examples include: punk, riot grrrl, goth, hardcore, hip-
hop, skateboarding, graffiti, gaming, straight-edge, sneakerheads, otaku, fandom, etc. Additionally, 
students might look at ethnic subcultures (Dominican, Chinese, etc), religious subcultures 
(Mormon, Muslim, Jewish, etc), deaf communities, and other subcultures that aren’t specifically 
youth-oriented. It’s possible that students might belong to the subculture they choose to 
document, but that’s not necessary. Subcultures often – but not always – exist as a reaction against 
“mainstream” culture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  

 
Pacing Schedule 

Week Topics Assignments 
 

1/2 
 
Introduction to Anthropology: 
Culture, cultural relativism and ethnocentrism  
Readings include: Nacirema, Eating Christmas in the 
Kalahari, Napoleon Chagnon and the Yanomamo 
controversy (video), Shakespeare in the Bush, Exiled 
(MTV) 

 
Dim Sum field trip and 
documentary and 
assorted reading 
reflections and posts, 
begin reading The Spirit 
Catches You and You Fall 
Down 
 

 
3/4 

 
Coming of Age: Traditions 
Amish Rumspringa (view Devil’s Playground 
documentary); My Super Sweet 16; case studies 
from National Geographic 
 

 
Cultural Probes 
Life in a Day (inspired by 
the Life in a Day 
documentary film via 
YouTube), The Spirit 
Catches You and You Fall 
Down continued 
 

 
5 

 
Documentary/ethnographic filmmaking 
techniques using subculture documentaries: 
Insane Clown Posse; Long Island DIY punk scene; 
Otaku; previous class films 
 

 
Storyboarding, 
Introduction-writing; 
The Spirit Catches You 
and You Fall Down 
concludes 
 

 
6-8 

 
Sixteen Documentary planning, shooting, 
editing, screening 

 
Final project 
production 
 

 
Course Expectations  

1. Students are expected to arrive on time to class each day. 
2. Students are expected to be prepared for class each day with their planner, any out-of class 

assignments, novel, notebook, folder, and a pen/pencil. 
3. You are expected to turn in all assignments on time. In the event of a sincerely unavoidable 

conflict, you may be able to receive an extension. However, please note that you must 
inform the teacher by email or in person, and we will agree together on a new deadline.  

4. Students who must miss a class period are responsible for seeing the teacher and checking 
the course website to determine what they missed. Students are required to make up any 
work missed. 

 



 

 
  

Course Grading and Policies               
The grading policy will be broken down into three categories: Mastery, Work Habits, and 
Contributing Factors. Work Habits include homework assignments, classwork, notes, notebook 
checks, prepared for class, organization, and supplies. Contributing Factors includes attendance, 
participation, lateness to class and turning in late assignments, behavior, and effort.  
 
Mastery        
Writing Assignments     40% 
Quizzes          20% 
Reading Presentations    10% 
Work Habits   
Classwork/Participation    20%                 
Contributing Factors     
Out of Classwork     10% 
 
Incomplete Grades: 
Students who receive below a 65% will receive an incomplete. For modules, any student who does 
not complete the final product will automatically receive an incomplete. The student’s work habits 
and contributing factors percentage grades will be locked in place at the end of a course, however 
the student can improve his/her grade through demonstration of mastery. Students who receive an 
incomplete will be required to attend an after school class each week on a designated afternoon (to 
be determined by the student and teacher). 
 
Late Assignments 
Teachers will accept late assignments 5 school days after the original due date. The assignment 
must be completed in the presence of the assigning teacher (i.e. during Office Hours, or by 
appointment). At this time the teacher has the option to assign additional work before deeming the 
original assignment complete. 

  
Course Resources  
• Students should get in the habit of checking iSchool email regularly, as course instructions, 

group feedback, and other important information will be communicated through email. 
• Students should check the course website daily, as out of classwork assignments, templates, 

and other course resources will be posted there. The public website for the course can be found 
at http://www.thesixteenproject.wordpress.com. 

• Additional help is available during office hours before and after school, and by appointment. 
• Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 3:20pm - 4:00pm 
• Email address: CJenkins@mail.nycischool.org 


